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And bereindol Exerciſe my ſelf, to have adds 
a-Conſcience void of ; apr foward God and 
toward Man. 


ES E were the-words of the Great 
-, Apoſtle St. Pawl, when he was 
"at Ceſeres ; ; when Avanias and theElders 
were Parties to accuſe him; when the Elo- 

ent - Tertzllnr. was Counſel ito proſecute - 


quent . 
him; when Felix was the Judge, nay 


4 
- * 


ces. ſo dangerous, that_ no. —_ ſcem'd. apen.. 
for Innocenceto eſcape; this 

Defence and Comfort, ,the Teſtimony of a 

good Conſcience. This (faid he) I conf 4 


that aftex, the, way ap NG fo 
rs, 
; Hh 


ſo woghip Thbeſo 
Law and the 


things which are "Pt F 


Prophets ; and-Jyawve;Hypd tomandy God, which 
they them elves alſo allow, that there ſhall be a 


Rgj on, of Op? Ave eker 
ciſe my ſelf,” to Bawvealways a C = = dot 
offence toward -God and-toward-Mane  - _ 
That we may rightly! anderftnd chis mat- 


ter,” WE mulkconlitlas alin, . wileaty 261-34 he, 


have. z.Conſeiauce 62 prayed 
the ground of the Apoſile' O Pleazit byttu's 


T 
ſtanding, whin itclavlewand - 
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Brad) it radi] bby Wionilifts, (the PProilich 
Fudgment : ; and by DivineaiGonſience. 'And 
the Office of Conſcience 3 Is Wig yl ; to dj- 
axtcinatting, and! themtb/pifatCenſure 
—— Adtions:'! | WBeflreatholehding is'Yone, 
Aoanſdience: frrves.as 1a (Feror to 2dvife-atid 
+&ch ; ; liver thoFaftos over, it fervesas 


al aan. 2-64002% condentn him 
br lic. + 


_:rHo«that aorhavelCooſotntes chnerofe 
ksdn chicApoſiic's fenle, robe: overly os 
werrd bycone's Cunfeicnoc)i wn the faithful Tic. 
thiifge.of -bis/Dury 5: and {otoifollow- the 
Lightwhich: i is. ;->Ulmalerſveniting, as not 
$0:fHl into:any*known'bin, /norito at any 
| png which wil gattaal wount his Mindin 
| conſequence. ''>When a'Manis conſcious 
.. comets 2a tothe beſt'of his 


| Mons he lab oe carefulito/expreb 
, 


his Dutyro>Godand Man ; when his\Con- 
ſaitbce governs him mghrly; a@nd- makes him 
theartal; when ivgiveshim traeAdvice, and 
Sphticual Comfort; when'it is Honeſt in it's - 


ag Nin po weaamn=t 4 ad 
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£83 
then he may be rightly ſab to haye a Denerl 


ence woid of Offence. 


This the Apoſtle; neſind now in open 
Court, was his confers Exerciſe: - Bur: this 
muſt be underſtood- chiefly. of. the time af- 
ter - his Converſion, ' to Chriſtiinity. ''-For 
while-he was yet a Few and a zealous:/Pha- 
riſee, his Conſcience was not void of all Of- 
fence: Woe know what his Sins were, and 
with what. Penitenceand;Freedom he lament - 
ed them afterwards. Yet this'4s' to be ſaid 
on his behalf, that for ought we: find; he'was 
.2 Man'of ſincere Intentions: all along. The? 
he was zealous; for the 'Law, 'and 'perfecu- 
ted Chriſtianity, and/ was guilty' of 'the 
Blood of 'the-Proto-martyr: St.” Sephon, 
Jet jo allthis be followed his Judgme ent at 
chat time. His:great fault:was mor hn "much 
in his Will as--jn his 'Underftanding:: © His 
Prejudices,.,were ſtrong. and powerful ; his 
Education carry da; mighty hand gyer him, 
and the concurrent; Zeal of the +Pricſts' and 
Elders did: very .much- helpc to: _ him 
ſtill;. ſo that he thought . 
he was bound to do many thing orhtitary 
to 


= - ” 


to'the Name of Feſus, as he ſctiouſly and 
ſolemnly profeſſed, AG. 26. 9, He' was a 
{ad Example of Humane Infirmity : And as 
we learn by it, to extend our Charity and 
Compaſſion to thoſe whoſe Conſciences are 
milſ-lead after that manner; fo He himſelf 
became a-great Object of God's Compaſlion ; 
his Errors ſerv'd to leſſen his Guilt ; /and- be 
obtained Mercy, becauſe he ſinned ignorantly 
in Unhbelief, 1 Tim. 1: 13. 


But when he came to be throughly. en- 
lightned by 'the Son of Righteouſneſs, and 
his Conicience, was ſet to rights, it was his 
ſtedfaſt Reſohation- and - fixt Endeavour to 
| keep it more in Charity than the Apple of his 
Eye: As a Man that; has once 'broken; his 
Bones by chance, is very. careful leſt he (lip 
again ; Jo was the Apoſtle after his: Conyer- 
fion, induſtriouſly bent upon keeping \ his 
Conſcience from every the leaſt Wound or 
Blow. --;He - valted/ no Stripes, as; long *as 
they did, not touch. that.tender Part.; | Dela 
mations, 'Impriſonment,: the; grimeſt Dans 
gers, the. greateſt Difficulties, Death it {elf 
with all its ghaſtly 1and. frighttul Rewnha h 

moiaRhy] = a 


" _ 


atf' was. welcome to Him, as long av he 


could - keep that Darling in his boſon,” his 
Confeiehce, void of Offence toward God and 
toward Man, 


And this ſhews us- all what pught to-be 
che erext Care and- Buſine(ls 'of 'our whole 
Life 5 {-1ri every particular ill” to. have a 
very tender Regard and*Care of our Con- 
ſciences; and whatever we negle&-of for- 
get amidſt the Hurries of this troubleſome 
World, never' to let this - great Care flip 


ont” of our Minds. For whether Conſct- 


ence be well or il} kept, a . Man ſhall be 
ſire to hear''of #..at laſt ;' he will - certainly 
find - the Mfues and 'Effets' of it at” home ; 
let: hitn ' take what' courſe he pleafes, © his 
Confcience will bear him. Company, -and 


in'-the - end prove” his} /Comfort; - or / his 


Plague! 


"Tis true, a Man's Conſcience ' May"not 
cecafe him'or fly upor him preſently + "How: 
Evil foever' it be, it' may tye/quice for @] 
time.” | Perhaps he may- not for ſoine con- 
ſiderable” long ſpace! feel "any throes," any" 


lucations, 


. TY, —_ 
was 
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lucations, any rufflings within him, but 
his Land may feem''to” be at weſt... Ej- 
ther he may not enquire at "all into | his - 
State, or he may abuſe and delade: him- 
ſelf with a falſe account of his Condition, 
or he -may harden his Mmd . with looſe 
Atheiftical Prmerples, or he may bear down 
his Conſcience with a vidlent Hand, and 
{o'for a time it may be ſtill and qreet 
like a Clock that ſtands when the We 
are down'; but one time or other the Hand 
of God will wind it up again, and then 
every Wheel and Movement wil ſtir to 

poſe: The Eye will mourn, the Fore- 
head will bluſh, the Heart will bleed and 
be very ſore; and yet perhaps the' ſenſe 
of what he has done will not lead him 
to true Repentance, but" throw him at aft 
into 'the very 'Gulph of ' Deſperation. And 
therefore we ſhould ' never be fo! confident 
of our own Selves as to do an Ml thing - 
We - ſhould not truſt, no'-not our -own 
Hearts; becauſe in the end our worſt E- 
nemy will be that in our own Boſom. 
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But there are three Cafes eſpecially, 
wherein it highly concerns Men to have 
a Conſciekce weid of Offence. 


I. Firſt, in caſe of Pubſick. Dangers, 
when the Face of the World looks un- 
comfortable and diſmal. Seldom do the 
things of this Life continue at a ſtay : 
The ſtate and condition of- the World ever 
[ and ' anon alters, either by means of the 
[| different Intereſts and Deligns - of Men, 
{ who labour ſtill to. turn the Wheel a- 
[ bout, or by the juſt Judgment of God 
| for Peoples: Wantonneſs and. Ingratitude 

in times: of out ward Proſperity. Now when 
Circumſtances are full of Threats and Ter- | 
| ror, they will ſoon ſhew what the in-fide [* 
| of Men is: | Conſcience, which: in ſuch a 7 
i Cale is apt to' tell Guilty. Wretches their 
own,, will poſſels them with fteartul appre- | 
L | henfions.that ,God is their Ene my, and that 
- they have no juſt reaſon; to. hope for Pro- f 
| 
, 


il tection from Heaven. And what does this 
naturally tend to, but to put them on 
the Rack, when their Fears and their 
Sins 


[13] 

Sins: both- haunt! them ?.-; Whereas an.-int- 
offenſive | Conſcience gives<,a: Man all the 
Peace..and/Securityi imaginable; - Fort theſe 
are. the ſure! Princaples::on! which: he', bulds 
his SatisfaGion;'; that God :prefides-over:the 
World, ſuperintending /and'! governing, all 
Afﬀairs here below ; that not:ſo:much as a 
little Bird-falls to. the Ground | without- his 
Permiſſion ; that the very: Hairs -of a good 
Man's head are all number'd; that tho' here 
we meet. with. Tribulations, yet Chriſt 
hath overcome the World; that he will 
not ſuffer . us. to be, tempted above what 
we-. are; able; and [that:tho . Extremities 
ſhould. happen; /yet- if we ſuffer. with 
Chriſt, we. ſhall alſo. reign; with- him-- to- 
gether, 


_ However, fre i are ſo -hardy,' as to ſcoff 
at Religion, and ſtrive to wear out.'of their 
Minds the ſenſe of God, yet nothing can 
carry a Man out in; the' Day of Tryal, 
bue/ ſuch Principles. as theſe.., And who- 
ever he. be that ' Relyeth- upon! theſe Prin- 
ciples, and, upon Examining his: Actions, 
finds good; Reaſons to. believe /that. his 
Heart 


ul. 


Heart -is:finobve and on 

be danget-proof>'in a-iveryiduph -depyee. 
You tkarve an'witance hw SE Fn tho 
the”! 7ows had bonund'rhomſelves ! under” a 
Curſe othab' they wobkd Ieill img! Uo” A- 
-his Bloquence-againt liens tho"'Mevr and 
Devils conſpaidt0 deſtroy (him;"'yer his 
Rejoycing was' this,” chat "his confilit” ex- 
erciſe was to bave 4 Conſcience wojd- of "Of- 


_ wound: nyo ern Man. . 
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''Tis ern, ſuck vil Diy: antes of 
2t every 'ohe of ''us is very #pt® to 


pur far off from himſelf, by Weaton>of the | 


macettainty of 'them+** K6t! as "they: may, 
ſo perhaps they may not happen-; and 
every. one out of fondneſs to himſelf Is 
willing to hope they will not yon; ﬆ heat 
in-his eime. But then, * ' 5 


1: Serondly, there is another Gaſe, Which 
every day oceute, againſt Which-a' Wile 
Mi"will be-well provided; tle>Caſe'ef 
Sickneſs; when we ſhould have hittle elſe 


to do, "000 fo trim ap our Lamps, -and 
exerciſe 
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[34 3 
exerciſe «0ar-Oraces, ant {o & repoſe our 
ſelves” in 'the boſon of A faithfaF God and 
2 merciful” Redeemer! "Now" he” © rhar 
makes \a Conſcience" of Bis: Tray, and, ftir- 
dies to carry” him withont 'offtnce t6- 
ward God avd* 'Man, wall ar; That time 
have” 1 'nothing' In compariſon? *to 'do bur 
to war' God's Pleafurt+” - Forias the fore- 
ſees that fach 'a' day will come, fo he 
prepares for it before-hand, ' He is wi- 
{er thanto leave "the Great" and” Heav 
Work 'of eradicating fi ſinful” Habits, © Te 
of changing the whole Frame and © In- 
clination- of his Heart, to he done upon 
2 fick” Bed;; but "takes an carly care ta 
die to the World and"to himſelf © dai- 
ly. Upon' this account, tho' a Difeaſe 
may | be very . troubleſome and, . painful, 

ting” of <thoſt 6Id*"'ap aaifeances 
the | Soul: and the” Body, [Rn 5m; "attend- 


6d -with violent ' Natoral por yet 
kis Spirit "muſt needs" be full f Peace ; 

*-' being impoſe that a” wie bf 
Vertue''and Holineſs ' ſhould bring "in any 
bitter remembrance at the laſt. gt. 
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It was. the Pons * Hewekiah, when 
he was bid to {ſet his Houſe .in : order, 
Tſai. 38. Remember now, O Lord, 1 beſeech 
| thee, | bow T1 have walked before Thee in 
Truth, and with a perfe&} Heart, and have 
done that which is Jin in-th; y fight. What 
unconſionable Man. is there In. the World, 
that dares ſay to God in his Languiſhings? 
Tt- cannot wh unleſs his Conſcience be ut- 
terly ſeared, but his Heart muſt.ake, and 
his Bowels muſt be. full of Gall and, Worm- 
wood, and | his. Soul muſt be. ruffled with 
many diſmal apprehenſions of a Judgment 
to come 3 becauſe his Conſcience, . which 
will then awake, and will ſpeak Joud and 
home to him, muſt needs tell him, that if 
he dies, he 15 undone to all Eternity. 


Terthllian has olely obſerved, that God 
has tin&ured, all Wickedne(s with .a'; Na- 
tural Shame and Fear: And certainly: there 
is nothing like to.;an; Evil Conſcience; to 
make, a Man a. Coward, eſpecially when 
he is -in danger- of appearing before. .the 
juſt Judge of all the Earth, ,to, whom Ven- 
geance belongeth. It is no marvel, if when 
a 


- Coup ] 
a Man'is troubled with the Qualmuiof a foure 
Conſcience, he is more ſick of His'Sins;'than 
-his Diſeaſe-:/ If when he'(ees: Hell offer be- 
fore him, he turn his Face' away'"from that 
frightfal SpeRtacle, and if he be brought'to 
that miſerable pals, that tho' he' muſt nor 
ſtay any longer 1n this World, yet he knows 
not how to venture mto another. 


Thele /are the neceſſary! Y" natarg] Re- 
wards/of an It Man 5 tho' n+ teme' of Health 
and Gaity, 'he nay « drink down mellancholly 
Thoughts, -or 'roar his Confciertee ' itito”'Sj - 
lence, or endeavour by lewd Principles to 
confirm arid harden ths! Mitd/agruiſt: ''Reli- 
pion, (yet when the Hand -df God"<vines avid 
touches him t6i the Quitk)*Hixt® buſi" Thitio 
in his'Breaſt will (bt and rage, he give hit 
EY very bitter Doſeandttneafſe Pillow: [a 
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H.; There is attother” dp "yer, whe I 
nuft mention, becauſe from Can => 
thoLoweſt; wo tft &iery Greg 
to if: 4n! outCorderp Hor wo 4s 'a th 
t6/aY Men; 6nece/to Die, and - 
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ſo-Provident, as notwithſtanding the Splen- 
dour and 'Charms of _ this World, to call 
/ - our Thoughts:home every Day, and to.ſc- 
queſter ſome time for ſuch ſerious Conſide- 
rations-as theſe: What is it to. Die ? Of 
- what infinite Importance s it to die well ? 
What will become of. us: when we are dead 
and gone ? What Eternity, | that great 
thing Eternity means? How unalterable 
every one's State will he ? And how: im- 
poſſible it maſt be for. us, to live over our 
Lives again, to reQify thoſe Miſcarriages we 
are ſuch Fools to be guilty. of now. 


Such a Meditations would prove 
very powerful Reſtraints, to /keep Men 
within the compaſs of their-Duty; accoxd- 
ing to that of the Son of Sirach; Think on 
thy latter end; and thou ſhalt. yever. do amiſs. 
What admirable EffeQs of ſuch Retirements 
will you not find,. when your | laſt 'Hour 
ſhall come ? For how lightly ſoever ſome 
bY haye ſpoken of. Mortality, I am confident 
Wo No 'Man ever | yet repented of It: on his 
A Death-bed; nor can any thing be a great- 
er Comfort to a Man at. the laſt, than. to 


Ry, | con» 
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[ 29, 
conſider that the care of his | Life has 
been to keep a Conſcience void of Offence : 
'Tis a Comtort that will ſtick to | him to 
endleſs Ages. 


Some of the Primitive Writers have men- 
tion'd a few Occaſional Expreſlians of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, which we . do; not find.-re- 
corded in any part of the Sacred Hiſtory 
of his Lite; how they came by them, isnot 
material for us to enquire :. But Juſtin Mar-. 
tyr tells us,' this was one of his Sayings, 
"Ep 016 av Ups KATANGE Go, WW. T5TUS I} Kpur WO» Accor ding as 
1 find you at your Death, ſo I ſhall judge you. 
'Tis like that , of Salomon, Ecclef, 11. 3. 
In the place where the Tree falleth, there it 
ſball be. If a Maa doth diligently endea- 
vour .to perform his Duty in that manger, 
and to that extent which the Laws of Re- 
ligion do require, his Works will bear him 
company. .to Heaven, and Crown him with 
unſpeakable Comfort to all Etermity. 


A good Conſcience is part of that Ban- 
quet upon which we ſhall teaft with Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Facob, in the Kingdom of 

GS: God ; 
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God ; and fo is a guilty Conſcience part 
of * thoſe Torments which' are the ſad Por- 
tion of the Datnned. ' For there is no half. 
way-Houſe between Hell and Heaven, for 
Men to ſhift themſelves from thoſe polluti- 
ons' wherein they' die 3 nor does Death fo 
alter the. Yate of a Man as-that the fenſe 

of Guilt and ſtmg of Conſcience doth there- 
fore ceaſe - No; *the' Powers and: Capaci- 
ties of © the Sonl are raiſed and enlarged 

upori- it's 'Separation' from” the Body, and 
Conilcience'becomes* more Quick and' 'Sen- 
ſible than while it was  fofled and immu- 
red. m a+ heap of Fleſh; fo that mſtcad of 
being loſt'or abated,” the Forinents of Con- 
ſcience are apgrayated and” heightned : ; and 
were there no other Fire in Hell, yet that 
in ones own, Breaſt would yield a ' Smoke 
that would aſcend for eyer and ever. © There 
the Worth dyeth” "ot, faith our Saviour'; 
which may be underftood of | the Gnaw- 
ings of-' Conſcience; ' as well/ as of the 
fearful Vilttations of an Angry | and Juſt 


God, 


a of 21 F. 1% 75 112. MOOR 
. being: duly onfider't: | * 110708 
what can':'be adviſable for us, tor” hi 
ſecuring! of 'our- beſt 'and? deareſt Intete 
our Peace in this Worl#and '*n"the/next 
What can 'be ſo neceſſary for us; as -to'have = 
a- Care of- our Conſclttives; and in Simpli+ 
city | and-Godly Sineerity to have''our-Con- 
F verſation®in 'the World? 7 Alas: Ive have 
no abiding place-' here':'* The Things 6f 
this: Life will foon ' ſhp- out: of our Howl 
chat” lied Good" there'is in'this World we — |!” 
ſhall loſe -in-'a * ſhore” time); 2b: X48 Wwe | "i 
carry hence any: thing with 'tis, / birt the' Re: LY 
membrance of what'we- hav&Hone. 'And'that | 9 
the Remembrance'thereof' thay” not be pains | | |» 
ful, I- crave the'* ltberty to" offer” briefly, © 
theſe few chings, Wes Toon being altoge-- 
T ther Pradtical. ,. 01 TOLL 
300 ESP Sd JL bl 
That we”'pive” all-MordP'Dilivene 
to- Ainfobny' our Confciences. T1 90h "oh | 
Lawfalnefs . of -all 'we! do. a WTI 
the "faule" of Se. "Pail! before Evi 0). 
verſion, © that he "took thingy xd truft, 
and went upoit Prefitinptions:” "Had: he” d 
ligendly- -examin'd che Chriffiali inf, 


- Theſe thing 


and; \confiderd all the. Reaſons 'and Atpu- 
ments on its ſide; he. mi ht have. been 
-convinc'd of the! Truth it | without a 
- Miracle from : :'Heayen., | But he: took for 
granted, that the Moebſaical. Law -in all its 

rts. was to-continue. for - ever;';; and ſo 
he Perſecuted; the Diſciples ' of (Chriſt .as 
 Apoſtazes ifrom the Law; -not looking up- 
on all'this as injurious Dealing, but as'con- 
dign.. Puniſhment, _ He verily chought him- 
{elf bound to; de: thoſe things.-. | And what 
2. chargeable thought was that to; the 
Church -of Chriſt ? . What an -expence of 
Blood did it {put them to? What Impri- 
ſonments and. .qther .. Sufferings 'did-, it' nor 
” coſt chem, that one Thought of. his? 


Therefore to have a C onſeience woid 
Offence, it is abſolutely neceſſary 4& uſe all 
proper ; means; for. the.. remoyiaſ "and: curing 
of Miſtakes; ſuch as: unprejudiced Medita- 
tian, reading | of good | Books, ;conference 
with skilful' and; as Teachers, and che 
like. 'For .tho' we are all ſubje&t to mi: 
takes, i reaſon of our. Nature; -and: tho' 
there :be, few. Mb. are not at all miſtaken 


bas 1n 
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m one particular or other ; yet as longasa 
Miſtake is not wilful, proceeding fromthe 
Negle& of proper means, -the Man is: ac- 
quitted-:tho'-he- be : Erroneous, God: him- 
. feli the ſearcher of Hearts, --and- the Judge 
of all-the Earth, doth pardon involuntary 
. Ignotances-; upon. | a/ general 'Repentance. 
And' this :ſhould ever be- a fixt Rule for 
our Charity to! one another, where: our O- 
pinions; are different, to bear like Brethren 
with ;cach.others; Infirmities, 'as long as'there 
are tolerable reaſons to believe: that Mens 
Hearts are fincere and-honeſt, and their 
: Errors involuntary. ; However, tha we! live 
.1n, an uncharitable/:and' cenforions:: World, 
. yet we. {hall be ſure; not--to mils of Peace 
and SatisfaGion in - our own: Minds, 1f' we 
be not wanting to :our | {elves in our en- 
_ deavours .to % our Judgments rightly. 
A. good Conſcience and-;an. Error areinot 
things .inconfiſtent. » I am ſure our Apoſtles 
Errors' were, im {ome meaſure: wiltul, and 
had - done he did through Ignorance. 


2. Our endeavors | being. thus |honeſtly 
; employed, 


[1241] 
.employed; the: next: way to have'a Con- 
ſeience. oid: of »Offenct, 'is to follow. 1ts Dic- 
.tates. :Gfear'1is the''(Power':; which” every 
_ one's: Conſcience: hith'! over him; and 
thoſe -who {peak ſo: iſlightingly- of its Ob- 
lgations, either: :have-no Conſcience- them- 
Felves or ; el{e:nnderſta nd: not what! the'Of- 
fice|:4nd} Power -6f it 4s. -)' Tt hath by the 
appomtmene of God: himſek, ' the ummedi- 
cate; Government: of usi”fo ''that © the” very 
»Word of :God doth no'otherwiſt guide! vs, 
than "by: che Light which” it affords” the 
Conſcience. \Tho'-the Divine Will be the 
-Supreme" Rule, yet-Conſczence is the 'mmward 
_and'/ immediate>-Meaſure'-6f 6ur 'Aftions ; 
-and! on thar account>the ®"Command is 10 
-peremptory;” that? overy' oneis to''be filly 
perfwaded m his own” Mind'; and the de- 
-coripination($-i{h "poſfitive;!' char whitfot- 
:yer>is mot 'bfiFarh; Sin? Hlehe® It *e- 
thy ::follbws 'that Concience" miſt” be 
obey &3i: Forint Bela! ft to! AR Wwith- 
dut@me vouviflion'of whe Þawfttncfh of the 
Adtionpwher i ſwrivdt'to AR quiteeontiaty 
to one's Conviction, againſt one's Judgment 
wind:Pet ſwatiogyrind init of HheDic- 
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rates and Out-crics . of Conſcience, touch- 
ing the diret unlawfulneſs of what a 
Man does ? All agree that this is utterly 


inconſiſtent with a $905 Conſcience ; nay, 
re 


ſame learned Caſui Is: us, that he is 
far le a Criminal, who committeth Evil 
when he thinks it to be Good, than. he 
1s. 'who/ doeth Good when he thinks it to 
be: Evil 3 :for- in'' the former Caſe ' the In- 
tention - s good, but in the Latter 
the Heart is obſtinate and perfetly Ma- 
licious, as| well as the Conſcience erro- 
NEvus. | | 


UL To deſpiſe the World when it 
ſands in competition with our Duty, is 
amothbe Race wy to keep. one's /Canſci- 
ence” veid' of 'Offence - LY er nothing 
yer .apt ito corrupt 'Mens- Minds, and 
w\rifle-chem -of their xy, 'than':the 
Luft of'the Eyes andthe, -Pride of Lite ; 
4&& in the: Judgment '\of ont/ Bleſſed »Sa- 
Es wel be « the moſt fooliſh Ex- 
Wang," 20: part with. __ tho": to 


gain 


- 
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gain the whole World, Were-an | ahve 
of "that nature Cer GER 7 Boi q 


IV. And fo, to reſiſt the firſt /Fempta- 
tions unto Sin; to-/ get ſach a Maſtery 
over... our. own + Wills, as to arm: our 
ſelves with firm Purpoſes: and-; Refoluti- 


ONs againſt it: 'To-pray: daily ;and 'thearti- 
ly unto God not to lead: us into [Temp- 
tation: And above -all to' have God al- | 
ways before 'our Eyes; 'to-: poſſeſs. ;.our LN 
Souls with a true fear of Him; to --en-+ 
tertain Reverend and Awful thoughts 
of his Omniſcience and Juſtice; that he 
is a Spectator of all our Actions! that 
He ſearcheth the very Retgns ; / and that 
-He looks into all; the xeceſſes of the Heart; 
and that'/a.-'time - will- infallibly-- come, 
when He will. Un-caſe-+ us and; Jay:;us: o- 
-pen;': and / reward every - one; accbrding 
: to/_his> Works, :1/and- judge! eveniothe 16 
- crets- | of! Men by :Feſus © :Chrift:: 5 This 
alone. would! be -an excellent. Means-,ito 
— Men: _ a Confeiencec,woig, of: Of- 


fence 
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fence. For - would not dare to 
preſume in-any kid,” did--byt; the\.truc 
\'Fear of-i\God- oh in..their,; Hearts . kind- 
ly.: ©: Becauſe \ this' muſt, be.. granted: by 
: all: xvhoi have. any... ſenſe of. "God, that 
tho. they | -mayt:«, eccive themſelyes. ha 
lying Hopes,) ved the-' nthinking:,, Pa- 

pulace with a fſpecious Out-lide 3 yet 
it is impoſſible to deceive rhe God of 
Heaven: Nor can we ſuppole any Man 
B to be ſo careleſs of his own Safety, 
9, and Self-Preſervation, as to damn him- 
Taf, if he doth - verily-- believe that Dam- 
nation will be the end of his Ewl 
Works, and that for all thoſe things 
God will "= him to Judgment. 


% 


In ſhort, Whatſoever FROG are Honeſt, 
whatſoever things are Juſt, whatſoever 
things are Pure and Lovely, and of good 
Report ; .. if... there be any Virtue, if there 
be any Praiſe, lt us think of thoſe 


things. 
D 2 Aud 


, 


to when '* 
ever. Amen. 


